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PRAYER

National Treasury, so that they can agree. When the Cabinet Secretary extended the gazette notice, although the Act provides for him to do that--- 
The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Prof.) Kamar): Order, Senator! Please, wind up.

Sen. Olekina: Madam Temporary Speaker, I am looking at my clock and can see that I still have one minute.

In summary, as I finalise, when the Committee will be looking at the extension, it will be important to ask a basic question as to whether the Cabinet Secretary, if he extended it in his own motion, he sought leave of his counterparts. We should not question things outside the law. We can come up with suggestions. If we have to amend the East African Community Customs Management Act, this Committee should be able to guide as in doing so.

Since other Senators want to contribute to this Motion, I wish to end by saying that in terms of the challenges that are faced by farmers, I would encourage this Committee to find a way of advising the National Treasury. Since this House has been reduced to a rubberstamp, when it comes to the division or equitable share of revenue, we can establish if we can bring the farmers together and give them grants and loans to form private cooperatives. 

Additionally, we can see how these farmers can work with their county governments to set up clear databases and improve on the production of maize. We have seen many countries around the world producing a lot of maize. Why can we not do the same in this country?

With those few remarks, I support. 

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Prof.) Kamar): Hon. Senators, I have three Senators and six minutes remaining before the Mover is asked to reply. I plead with you that you each take two minutes, so that the three of you have an opportunity to contribute to this Motion.

Let us have Sen. Mary Yiane.

Sen. Seneta: Thank You, Madam Temporary Speaker, for giving me a chance to contribute. First, I want to congratulate the co-sponsors of this Motion for proposing the formation of this Ad hoc Committee to look into the issue of maize. 

Because of the limited time given to us, I want to urge the proposed Committee to critically look into the system of production and the support that is given to these farmers. Every year we see a huge budget allocated to agriculture in terms of fertilizers and seeds. We would want to know how this system is done. Who are given the seeds and fertilizers and at what time are they given? It is sad that the small-scale farmers are denied all these opportunities even after the Government has allocated a lot of money to agriculture. 

It is sad that these farmers are producing food for this country, but cartels get the opportunity to import the same food, take it to NCPB and are paid before ordinary farmers from the productive areas.

The proposed ad hoc Committee should also look into the payment system. How are these farmers supposed to be paid? Who is supposed to pay them and at what time? This will ensure that culprits are brought to book. There is no need for the Government to allocate money and it goes to the pockets of cartels, instead of the genuine maize farmers.

The ad Hoc Committee should also engage the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries with regard to why we import maize from outside the country, when we already have farmers who are producing it. We need to ask ourselves where the rain 


