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 governors who were resisting oversight. He should know that this House saved the Governor for Kericho County after he was impeached for signing MOUs with some benefactors without involving stakeholders and the public. 

I urge that the committees that are in line with what Sen. Dullo has said, particularly the Committee on Health on matters of insurance should not wait for the direction of the Chair. On the basis of that statement alone, they should send an invitation and even if intransigence sets in, send as summons with clear reminder that sanctions of a court of law can follow if they defy those summons. 


As I finish, if we do not do this, this war that is going on in this country against corruption will be a big joke. Corruption and its war is not a matter for the national Government. Accountability at the village is as important as accountability at the national level. Every single tax payers’ money, regardless of where it will be spent, must be prudently put to good use to benefit the people of this country. Anybody doing anything different is waiting to be a candidate for an invitation to Kamiti as a guest of the State, so that they can learn that public property belongs to the public and not any induvial.  


The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Prof.) Kamar): Thank you. One minute to sen. Wambua.


Sen. Wambua: Thank you, Madam Temporary Speaker. I also take this opportunity to congratulate Sen. Dullo for the statement. There is no dispute that health is a devolved function. However, the biggest problem that we are facing in almost every county in this country is that there are no standards in terms of regulation of the health function. Every county is doing their own thing in regard to health management, especially the establishment of these health insurance schemes. 


As noted by Sen. Dullo, the universal healthcare programme is rolling out in a few months’ time. Every county is now starting their own health insurance schemes. We have the National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) which is also recruiting from the same people. I request that the Senate Committee on Health takes leadership in this matter and guides us, as a House, in setting basic standards for health insurance in counties. To me, before we even begin talking about health insurance schemes, we should look at the issue of medicine in hospitals, proper medical equipment and personnel in hospitals in counties. 


I support. 


The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Prof.) Kamar): One minute for Sen. Olekina. 


Sen. Olekina: Thank you, Madam Temporary Speaker, for giving me the one minute to comment on this issue of accountability in regard to this private-public partnerships and even contracts in counties. 

Isiolo County has a serious problem. I remember when we, in the Committee on County Public Accounts and Investments Committee (CPAIC) were meeting with the Isiolo County Government, we clearly identified where they were going wrong. One, they were faulting the Public Finance Management Act in terms of collecting revenue and deducting interest at source. We gave a direction that, that contract between Isiolo County Governments and KATO which is a tourist operating company, be done away with. That was never done. As I stand here as a Member of that Committee, I request that you task this issue to our Committee so that we can follow up. 

Madam Temporary Speaker, Article 96 of the Constitution is very clear. It gives this House the power to protect the interests of counties and their governments. Therefore, when you hear a governor say that the job of Senators is to make laws here in Nairobi, he or she is completely misadvised and misinformed. We need to do what is mandated to us by the Constitution, to ensure that any Public/Private Partnership (PPP) that involves public funds is done in accordance with the law.  

Madam Temporary Speaker, the issue of healthcare is what we are debating. Already, county governments are bleeding. There is over Kshs200 million which is being deducted on a yearly basis. They were forced to sign contracts by the national Government, yet they did not know about it. Now, they are saying that this is a devolved matter. Instead of getting their people on the ground to understand and get full information, when they are questioned they say that we do not have the moral authority to ask that.

Madam Temporary Speaker, I request that as the Committee on Health looks into this matter, the County Public Accounts and Investment Committee (CPAIC) should do the same, so that we can put an end to this thing.

Thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Prof.) Kamar): Sen. (Dr.) Zani, you have one minute.

Sen. (Dr.) Zani: Thank you, Madam Temporary Speaker. I thank Sen. Dullo for bringing one of the most important Statements I have heard in this House. This really clearly contextualizes the role that the Senate has to play and its constitutional mandate. 

I re-emphasis that the oversight that is made for and to the governor and the county is a constitutional responsibility of the Senate. Nobody can run away from that. What we have not been able to have properly are the structures to do this. I urge especially the Committee on Devolved Government and Intergovernmental Relations and the Committee on Health to give some very concrete proposals. Some of the ideas that were based on the regulations that were put into place for monitoring and evaluation deal with exactly this. 
If it is difficult to do it at the level of the individual Senator or at the Senate, then the people also have the power to speak. Once they have been educated, through public participation and forums that have been suggested, they will know the debt that will come as a result of those PPP agreements that have not been scrutinized will create bigger problems within the counties. Members of those counties will suffer as a result and only a few will be brought to the fore.

Madam Temporary Speaker, this Senate has to be heard loud and clear across the board; at the Senate, the community and county levels. So, if we put structures into this system, it will be essential because at the end of the day, the perception should not be 

